Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Morgan, Love, Hazouri & Becton:
RESOLUTION 2016-162
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DE
PARTMENT ON ACHIEVING THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE ISO RATING FOR THE CITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Insurance Services Office (ISO) is a private company that collects and analyzes information on fire protection services in cities and counties to provide to the insurance industry for the purpose of evaluating fire risks and setting property insurance premium rates; and


WHEREAS, the ISO evaluates factors such as the location of fire stations, the availability of sufficient water for firefighting, response times, and fire department equipment, personnel, communications capabilities, training and policies when setting its ratings for cities and counties, which range from a low of Class 10 for areas with no fire protection to a high of Class 1 for areas that have the best fire protection systems; and


WHEREAS, the ISO recently updated its evaluation of Jacksonville’s firefighting capabilities and awarded 95% of the city with an ISO rating of Class 1, making Jacksonville the largest city in the nation to achieve the top rating classification; and 


WHEREAS, the rating of almost the entire city as Class 1 has the effect of reducing the insurance premiums paid by property owners because of the reduced risk of fire damage losses, and the premium savings to property owners citywide are estimated to be in excess of $100 million per year; and


WHEREAS, this outstanding achievement is the result of five years of continuous effort, improvement and investment by the Fire and Rescue Department in new fire stations, new equipment, water accessibility, and operational improvements; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department, its leadership team under Chief Kurt Wilson, and all of the City’s hard working and dedicated firefighters for this outstanding achievement. The City Council and the citizens of Jacksonville are extremely grateful for the department’s tremendous achievement and for the dedication and courage shown by Jacksonville’s firefighters on a daily basis.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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